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Welcome from the President!
Welcome to the Spirit Mountain Amateur Radio Club and thank you for viewing our 
sixth monthly newsletter! We’re happy to say that September has been a productive 
month in preparation for growing our club and widening our coverage area.

We have opened the club QSL Card design contest, and we’re looking forward to 
seeing the results! There is a lot of creativity in our group, and I’m sure that will really 
show in these designs. Do yourself a favor and take some time to yourself to 
brainstorm and get your thoughts going. Going outside to enjoy nature is a great idea 
motivator.

We’re excited for the upcoming repeater installation as Tim N6DLC has purchased a 
Yaesu DR-2X as well as a Yaesu FTM-100 for the club repeater system, among other 
components to get it up and running. Lots of testing has already been done while 
we’re awaiting a frequency coordination from the Arizona Repeater Owners 
Frequency Coordination Committee. Because of our physical location, we had to take 
California and Nevada into consideration as they also have their own frequency 
coordination bodies. 

Doing the right thing and attempting to contact them to make sure we’re not causing 
interference has caused a delay in frequency coordination application processing; 
however, I have been informed that we should be receiving a provisional or final 
frequency coordination in the coming days. We’re very excited for this to happen so 
we can get the repeater up and running on the air, and connected to Yaesu System 
Fusion (C4FM), Allstar, and EchoLink. We will need some help with putting up tower 
pieces in the near future once we have all of the parts, however some additional 
planning needs to be done for this to happen. All help is welcome!

Do you have questions, ideas, thoughts or concerns? Email me at 
President@SMARC.Club and we can discuss it. Thanks for reading, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone in our meeting, and in the coming events!

Stay safe, and 73!
Paul Jameson, WB7N

SMARC Club President
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Spirit Mountain Amateur Radio Club KS7MC

SMARC QSL CARD CONTEST

It’s time for our first annual club QSL card design contest! The rules are listed below, as well as on the Google 
form. Submissions will be valid from September 16, 2023 at noon MST until October 31, 2023 at noon MST. If 
you have troubles with submitting via the Google form, please let me know.

Google Form Link To Submit Your Design: https://bit.ly/qslform

Contest Rules:

1) Time period for submissions: from Friday September 16 @ 12pm (12:00) MST to Tuesday October 31st at 
12pm (12:00).

2) File Types Accepted: PSD, PNG, JPG, EPS, PDF, TIFF, AI, SVG

3) Document Dimensions: 3.5"W (140mm) x 5.5"H (90mm)

4) Required Items: Club Callsign "KS7MC", County, Grid, Address (1830 E Dunlap Rd., Fort Mohave, AZ 86426), 
QSO Information Boxes (To, Date, UTC, MHz, Mode, RST), "PSE QSL/TNX QSL".

4a) The address that is currently with the FCC and on QRZ is 1615 E Valley Dr, Mohave Valley, AZ 86440, but 
that address will be changing soon. Please use the address listed in item #4 on the QSL Card design.

5) Logos shown above available at: https://bit.ly/smarclogos Club Logo, ARCA Logo, ARRL Affiliated Club Logo, 
SKCC Logo and member number 27824, 10-10 International logo and member number 78200, FT8 DMC logo 
and member number 22524.

6) The Spirit Mountain Amateur Radio Club is NOT yet a member of FISTS, ARES, Skywarn, etc.

7) Must use the English language for text in the design.

8) The design must be colorful.

9) The design should "pop" and it should compel someone to put the card in front of everything else in their 
shack.

10) The design must not include any nudity, perverse language, innuendos, or other sexually suggestive 
material.

11) The design must represent the club as a whole. Please keep in mind what we represent, as well as the 
shared interest in our community.

Thanks everyone!
Sincerely,

Paul Jameson
WB7N

Club President - Spirit Mountain Amateur Radio Club KS7MC
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Mark’s New  7300
Or maybe the article title should be The HF Saga Begins! I bought my first HF radio and I decided upon 
an ICOM 7300 after researching my choices online. There are newer and better radios available, but 
for the money it seemed the 7300 was a solid choice with many desired features, it would be simple 
enough for a HF beginner like me to learn on but allow me to grow into the advanced capabilities.

I’ve been in Oregon for three months helping my mom move out of her house, and I saw light at the end 
of the tunnel that I might be heading home to AZ soon. I thought I’d take advantage of Oregon’s no 
sales tax laws to purchase the HF radio. All of the ham radio retailers offer nearly the same prices. I 
ended up choosing DX Engineering because they promoted a 0% interest rate credit card through my 
own bank. I have 12 months to pay off the radio and not be charged interest. That way my money stays 
in the bank and I collect the interest.

Although the prices for the 7300 were evenly matched between the retailers, prices for accessories are 
a different story. It pays to shop around for the best price. For my 7300’s initial power supply, I am ready 
to select and buy the Astron RS-35M-AP. DX Engineering has it for $350, Amazon for $316, but I found 
it on GigaParts for $275. For the price, by ordering from GigaParts, they can throw in a free ICOM dust 
cover for my 7300.

I am undecided which antenna to use. I live in a HOA, so rest assured my choices are limited. First 
things first, when I get home later this month my first order of business is to build a work bench in the 
garage, on which to operate my radio. The work bench is going to be made from an elevator door left 
over from a new elevator construction job. I have yet to see it, but I’m told it’s about 2’ by 8’ and weighs 
about 200 pounds. Nice and solid.

I hope to be on the HF bands by the end of the year and gain some experience in operating the radio 
so I’ll be ready to help the club come Field Day next year.

Mark Melvin
AE6MP
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The SMARC Club has a monthly online ZOOM meeting on the first Saturday of each month at 
2pm MST. The next one is August 5. If you’re new to online video meetings, it’s simple, and 
fun. You need just a microphone and web cam. Most laptop computers already have the mic 
and cam built in. If you need a camera/microphone combo unit for your desktop computer 
search Amazon and you’ll find a nice unit for just $25-30+.

You can install the software on your phone but you and the others in the video meeting will 
all have a better experience if you use your desktop or laptop computer on your home or 
business Internet connection. There’s a meeting client to download before your first online 
meeting. Use this re-direct link: http://tiny.cc/zoomclient.

A suggestion is to add your callsign to your display name, so it’ll be displayed to everyone 
else during the video meeting. You do this in your account settings before entering the meet-
ing. Give yourself extra time before the meeting to prepare.

Contact Mark Melvin AE6MP at mightypilot@gmail.com for help getting set up.

From time to time the meeting schedule may need to be adjusted to accommodate member’s 
schedules. The change will be announced on our group Facebook page.

—>USE THIS MEETING RE-DIRECT LINK TO LAUNCH THE ZOOM MEETING!<—
http://tiny.cc/smarczoom

Video Club Meetings

SMARC Membership
Are you ready to become a member of the 
Spirit Mountain Amateur Radio Club? 

Use the link below. It will redirect you to the 
online membership form. Fill out the re-
quested information and click on submit. A 
PayPal request will be sent to your email ad-
dress for payment. 

The cost is listed at the top of the member-
ship form, $20 for individuals and $30 for 
families of up to three members. Thank you. 

https://tiny.cc/smarcjoin

CLUB MEMBERSHIP BADGES
Get your own custom SMARC membership 
badge from Ham Badgers. Several members 
have ordered their badges with quick results.
Order using the redirect link listed below.

https://bit.ly/smarcbadge


